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Maritime Child Development Center
RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA

Perspective drawing of the Maritime Child Care Center c.1943 . :
Courtesy of the Richmond Museum of History

DESCRIPTION Hamilton+Aitken Architects,
The Maritime Child Development Center was a proj- Prime Architect

ect of the United States Maritime Commission dur-
ing WW II. It provided 24-hour care for the children
of the rapidly expanded work force in the neighbor-
ing Kaiser Shipyards. The building was constructed
expeditiously with the limited materials available
during wartime. It also represented an unusual col-
laboration between industrialist Henry J. Kaiser and
progressive educator Dr. Catherine Landreth.

Siegel & Strain Architects,
Historic Preservation
Consultant

Siegel & Strain serves as the preservation archi-
tect for the rehabilitation of the Maritime Child
Development Center. The project will involve seis-
mic and ADA upgrades, correction of substandard
WW Il building methodology (redwood sills laid
directly on the soil serve as the building’s founda-
tions), and updates to allow the building to contin-
ue to function as a center for young children (pre-K
through first grade). The project is funded through
a CCHE grant.

The Maritime Child Development Center (architect
unknown, 1943) is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places as a contributing feature of the
Rosie the Riveter World War Il Home Front National
Historical Park in Richmond, CA.
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