
Resourceful Building Project 	
EMERYVILLE, CALIFORNIA	

ROLE

Full Design Services
Research

SIZE

4,650 sf

COST

$520,000

COMPLETED

1998

REFERENCE

Ignacio Dayrit
510.596.4356	

AWARDS

2000

Earth Day Top Ten, National 
AIA Committee on the 
Environment

1999

Progressive Architecture Award 
for Architectural Research 

DESCRIPTION

The Emeryville Resourceful Building Project com-
bines environmental goals with the economic 
and social goals of providing decent, affordable 
housing. This three unit project is located on 
a small lot in a neighborhood of single fam-
ily houses and small apartment buildings. The 
budget and design goals of this project are 
modest; the buildings endeavor to fit into and 
strengthen the existing neighborhood.

The project incorporates many environmentally 
considered strategies and materials, includ-
ing: resource efficient construction methods; 
use of recycled, durable building materials; 
energy efficient design; and job-site recycling. 
Environmental life-cycle analysis was utilized 
to evaluate and compare the environ-mental 
performance of alternate building materials. 
This project provides affordable, environmentally 
sound housing for first time home buyers.
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